SUMMARY A female infant is described with a lethal short rib syndrome, similar to a form of short rib-polydactyly syndrome but without polydactyly. It is felt that this infant has the same condition as that described by Beemer et al.'
Syndromes including short ribs represent a heterogeneous group of disorders. A subgroup consists of those conditions which are or can be lethal at or before birth and these include thanatophoric dysplasia, achondrogenesis, Jeune syndrome, and the short rib-polydactyly syndromes. Beemer et all have described two patients with short ribs and early neonatal death. Although these infants showed similarities to some types of short rib-polydactyly syndrome, polydactyly was absent and it was suggested that they represented a new entity. A further female is described here showing greater similarity to the cases of Beemer et 
